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•• Most crime committed in the United 
States is violent in nature.

•• Offenders are crazed monsters.

•• Most violence is committed by armed 
offenders.

•• Strangers commit most crimes.

•• Only guilty people confess to crimes.

•• Most violent crimes result in injuries to 
the victims.

•• Blacks are more likely to violently victim-
ize whites than other blacks.

•• Most individuals accused of crimes go to 
trial.

All of these statements are false. Yet most 
believe them to be accurate, and as a result many 
people live in unwarranted fear of becoming vic-
tims of crime. This misinformation also misleads 
the public into believing they know what an offender really looks or acts like. This misinforma-
tion can be dangerous or deadly if it leads some to fail to understand who may actually be a 
threat to them. Sadly, these commonly held misunderstandings can lead people who were vio-
lently victimized to question whether they were in fact victimized: The offender was a friend, 
there was no weapon, I was not seriously injured . . . was it really a crime? Misunderstandings 
about the reality of crime and victimization in the United States distort policies, waste time and 
resources, create unnecessary fear, and may endanger individuals.

Narrow-Casting
Further exacerbating the distorted presentation of crime in the media is the contem-

porary practice of narrow-casting. Once upon a time, there were few media outlets, which 
meant that each needed to offer a wide range of perspectives on crime. Broad coverage 
was required to appeal to their viewership. Today, there are countless media channels, and 
most offer narrow and often distorted views of reality. Viewing audiences are smaller and 
more homogeneous, and the infotainment presented to them, described as factual and 
comprehensive, is not. Failure to tune in to a multitude of media and nonmedia sources 
and an inability to critically consume information lead to uninformed and misinformed 
citizens.

Viewers must understand that the media constitute a for-profit business. The primary 
goal of the media—including so-called news programs—is not to inform and educate mem-
bers of the public. The ultimate goal of these for-profit businesses is to deliver viewers to 
advertisers. This agenda is seldom accomplished by offering truthful and comprehensive 
accounts of crime. Rarely is it accomplished by offering the nuances of crime, mundane 
criminal events, and difficult policy discussions. Rather, delivery of viewers to advertisers is 
best achieved by emphasizing the most heinous of crimes, the most vulnerable of victims, 
and titillating topics, packaged in easy-to-digest frames. This approach leaves an audience 
that feels crime is perpetually out of control.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE VERSUS CRIMINOLOGY
What is the difference between criminal justice and criminology? Many use the terms 

interchangeably, and while there is some overlap, they refer to two disciplines. Adding to 
the confusion is the lack of agreement over the degree of overlap or differences between 
criminology and criminal justice. Criminal justice refers to the system—that is, the sys-
tem of law enforcement, courts, and corrections. This approach involves investigating 

Do you believe supporters of the Black Lives Matter movement see the 

criminal justice system through the racist system frame? What other 

frames might explain their position?
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narrow-casting:  
The presentation of a 

narrow view of information 
in the media to small 

homogeneous audiences.


